NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


INFORMATION LETTER 


PUBLICATION OR: REPRODUCTION NOT PERMITTED 


No, 449 Washington, D. C. April 9, 1932 


HEARING ON McNARY-MAPES STANDARDS 

The hearing on proposed changes in the standards and regu- 
lations under the McNary-Mapes Amendment, as previously an- 
nounced, will be held in the conference room in the main build- 
ing of the Department of Agriculture in Washington on April 
14, beginning at 10 a. m. 

With its announcement of the hearing, the Food and Drug 
Administration has sent to canners and others interested the 
text of the changes that have been proposed, so that those who 
attend the hearing or wish to submit written comments may 
have opportunity to study the changes and prepare to present 
their views. 

It is within the power of the Department to make such 
revisions of the standards and regulations as may be found nec- 
essary or advisable to carry out the purpose of the law. The 
hearing offers an opportunity for the industry to voice its views, 
and it is expected that there will be full discussion of all the 
points involved in the proposed changes. 


HEARING ON DEFINITIONS FOR STRAINED TOMATO PRODUCTS 


A public hearing on proposed definitions for strained tomato 
products will be held in Room 411, Bieber Building, 1358 B 
Street S. W., Washington, on April 13, the day preceding the 
hearing on the McNary-Mapes standards and regulations. 

The proposed definitions for these products, which will be 
discussed at the hearing, were published in the Information 
Letter for March 19. 


HEAVY DECREASE IN CORN AND SNAP BEAN ACREAGE 
INDICATED 


Reductions of 39 per cent in the acreage of sweet corn for 
canning and of 37 per cent in snap beans, as compared with the 
acreage planted in 1931, are indicated by reports issued by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture on April 7th. The reports 
follow: 
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Sweer Corn 


Reports from 178 firms representing 56 per cent of the total acreage 
of sweet corn grown for canning in 1931, indicate that these firms intend 
to contract or plant for the 1932 season an acreage about 39 per cent below 
the acreage planted in 1931. The 178 reports received were well distributed 
among all important producing areas and should be fairly representative 
of the approximate change in acreage now intended for the country as a 
whole. 

Should this 39 per cent reduction be carried out on the total acreage, 
the 1932 planted acreage would amount to 218,550 acres compared with 
359,590 planted in 1931. Allowing for a usual abandonment not in excess 
of 4 per cent, the acreage for harvest in 1932 would be around 211,000 
acres compared with 351,030 harvested in 1931 and with an average of 
315,900 acres harvested during the five-year period previous to 1931. 


nten¢ crea 
1930 1931 er 
Planted Harvested Vlanted Harvested of 19381 

State Acres Acres Acres Acres Planted joves 
13,440 13,200 10,000 10,200 
New Hampshire. . 1,110 1,050 150 900 87.8 11,400 
Vermont ...... 2,2 2,100 1,340 1,280 
Mow Wesk....... 26,200 23,000 17,000 17,800 | 
Pennsylvania .. 7,500 6,300 5,000 5,500 | 578 13,500 
. 38,000 32,500 30,600 30,300 
Indiana 44,280 48,500 38,000 38,000 
Illinois 75,000 72,000 09,800 68,600 62.0 00,070 
Michigan 12,400 7,800 8,430 6,000 
Wisconsin 14,500 13) 000 13,900 12,500 
Minnesota 54,330 54,000 48,700 48,700 
lowa ... 56,000 55,000 £200 53,800 53.6 59,630 
Nebraska 8,000 7,750 7,720 6,400 
Delaware . 3,700 3,630 3,100 3,100 
Maryland . 46,200 34,000 40,200 39,800 67.1 $1,400 
‘Tennessee 4.400 3,400 3,000 3,600 
Other states * 4,140 3,880 4,160 4,150 66.6 2,770 

Total 410400 «375,560 850,590 851,080 218,550 


a tes’’ consist of Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Oregon, South 
Dekota, Virginia Washington and Wyoming. 


The harvested acreage in 1929 was 357,310 acres and in 1928 it was 
305,960. 

During the past five years (1927 to 1931, inclusive) the average yield 
per acre has varied from 1.76 tons in the drought year of 1930 to 2.20 tons 
in 1981. The yield for an average growing season during recent years 
appears to be around 2 tons per acre. Should average growing conditions 
prevail for the 1932 season, a production of approximately 422,000 tons 
would be obtained from the 211,000 harvested acres. Generally unfavor- 
able growing conditions similar to those of 1930 would result in a produc- 
tion of 371,000 tons; conditions as favorable as those of 1931 would produce 
about 464,000 tons on this acreage. Judging from the relationship existing 
between production and pack during the past 14 years, each of the above 
production possibilities would result in a pack about as follows: Average 
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growing season, about 10,400,000 cases of No. 2 cans; unfavorable growing 
season similar to that of 1930, not over 9,000,000 cases; a season similar to 
that of 1931, about 11,000,000 cases. A pack of 10,400,000 to 11,000,000 
cases appears to be the most probable result should a 39 per cent reduction 
in acreage be carried out in 19382. 


SNAP BEANS 


Reports from 217 firms representing 55 per cent of the total acreage of 
snap beans grown for canning in 1931 indicate that these firms intend to 
contract or plant for the 1932 season an acreage about 37 per cent below 
the acreage planted in 1931. 


Should this 37 per cent reduction be carried out on the total acreage, 
the 1932 planted acreage would amount to 37,750 acres compared with 
60,020 acres planted in 1931. Allowing for a usual abandonment of about 
4 per cent, the acreage for harvest in 1932 would be about 36,200 acres 
compared with 54,110 acres harvested in 1931 and with an average of 
49,170 acres harvested during the five-year period previous to 1931. 


With average growing conditions the 36,200 acres for harvest would 
produce around 52,500 tons. According to the relationship existing between 
production and pack during the past six years, a production of 52,500 tons 
would probably result in a pack of approximately 4,500,000 cases of No. 2 
cans. This seems to be the most probable size of the pack should a 37 per 
cent reduction in acreage be carried out and should no unusually favorable 
or unfavorable weather conditions prevail during the 1932 season. 


1932 
Intended Acreage 
1930 1931 Per Cent 
Planted Harvested Planted Harvested of 1981 
Acres Acres Acrea Planted Acres 
1,300 1,000 
4 ‘ 11,270 7,400 67.3 7,810 
Pennsylvania 4,000 8,200 


Indiana . 4,100 8,800 
Michigan .. 6 6,300 59.3 10,500 
Wisconsin 7,000 


Del 2550, 2.550) 
|... 618 6,770 


South Carolina . 

‘ennessee .... 

Mississippi 2,000 2,000 6,760 
Arkansas 

Louisiana .. 


Washington 78.3 2,250 
Oregon ..... 

California 

Other states * J 6,570 6,140 4.2 3.560 


0,020 54,110 62.9 37,750 


Other states” consist of Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, lowa, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebras New Jersey, New Oh Oklahoma, T: Vermont 
Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming. 


The harvested acreage in 1929 was 65,040 acres and in 1928 it was 
45,640. 


Colorado 7 2,200 2.100 1,200 1,050 
Total ...... 80400 78,000 
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PROMPT RETURN OF STOCK SCHEDULES REQUESTED 

Reports on stocks, as of April 1st, of peaches, pears, pine- 
apple and salmon are now due from canners who are cooperat- 
ing with the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce in the quarterly surveys. 

Schedules have been sent to all such canners, likewise to 
cooperating distributors, and the Foodstuffs Division is prepared 
to tabulate the returns promptly upon receipt. The tabulation, 
in fact, can be completed in three days. Such delay as there 
may be in the issuance of the report will be due to failure of the 
schedules to arrive promptly from canners and distributors. 

A report on stocks as of April 1st will be of much value to 
the industry and trade, and the earlier it can be issued, the 
greater its value. Cooperating canners who have not yet re- 
turned their schedules to the Foodstuffs Division are urged to 
do so immediately. 


FRUIT JUICES TAXED UNDER HOUSE BILL 

In the revenue bill as passed by the House of Representa- 
tives was incorporated the tax on soft drinks as carried in the 
revenue law of 1921. Under the Act of 1921 pineapple juice, 
citrus juices, grape juice and similar juices were subject to a tax 
of 2 cents a gallon. At that time the question of the status of 
tomato juice, sauer-kraut juice and cranberry juice was not up, 
and therefore it is not known whether these juices would be 
taxable under the bill as passed by the House. It is possible that 
they may be taxable under paragraph 3 of the section relating 
to soft drinks, this paragraph providing for a tax of 2 cents per 
gallon on all still drinks intended for beverages in the form in 
which sold. 

PROPOSED FREIGHT RATE REDUCTION SUSPENDED 

Proposed reductions in the freight rates on canned foods 
eastbound from the Pacific Coast have been suspended from 
April 7 to November 7 by the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
which has announced a hearing on the proposed changes on May 
3 at the office of the Commission in Washington. It was pro- 
posed to reduce the rate to Kansas City and Chicago from $1.28 
to $1.05 per hundred pounds, subject to a minimum of 40,000 
pounds per car, and from $1.05 to $.90 subject to a minimum of 
60,000 pounds. 


LATE NEWS ABOUT THE CANNED FOODS CAMPAIGN 


The Canners Advertising Committee reports that many new 
advertisers are now tying in with the N. C. A. newspaper ads, 
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In the last few days the records show that over 60 additional 
retailers, wholesalers and canners have taken advantage of the 
opportunity to increase their canned food sales through tie-up 
advertising. 


Since the N. C. A. newspaper campaign started over 500 
retailers, wholesalers and canners have taken tie-up space on 
N. C. A. pages appearing in various cities. 


NEW NEWSPAPERS ADDED IN TWELVE CITIES 


N.C. A. Ads Nos. 9, 10, 11 and 12 will appear in the follow- 
ing additional newspapers: 


Beginning week of April 18: Minneapolis Tribune. 
New York Daily News. Philadelphia Evening Ledger. 
New York World-Telegram., Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Buffalo Times. 

Beginning week of April 11: Tulsa World. 
Worcester Post. Indianapolis Star. 
Baltimore News. Indianapolis Times. 
Cincinnati Post. Oakland Tribune. 
Detroit Times. Chicago Daily News, 


OvER 165,000 BOOKLETS REQUESTED TO DATE 
The coupons still pour into Washington from all over the 


country—165,000 booklets have been mailed to interested house- 
keepers to date. 


BILL TO AID CANNERS’ FINANCING INTRODUCED 


A bill to amend the Reconstruction Finance Corporation Act 
to provide for loans to producers of canned foods has been intro- 
duced by Senator Frederick Steiwer of Oregon. The bill pro- 
vides that “the corporation is authorized and empowered to make 
loans secured by warehouse receipts covering canned foods to 
producers of canned foods in cases where such producers are 
unable to obtain adequate credit from other sources, but the 
amount of any such loan shall not exceed two-thirds of the 
market value at the time of making the loan of the canned foods 
covered by the warehouse receipts offered as security for such 
loan.” The bill was referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

FRANCE PUTS EXCISE TAX ON IMPORTED CANNED PINEAPPLES 

An excise tax on canned pineapples imported into France 
has been established by a law which was passed by the French 
Senate on March 31, 1932, but which has not yet been promul- 
gated, according to a radiogram received by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. The tax is expected to become effective 
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upon publication in the French Journal Officiel, and will be as- 
sessed at the rate of 30 centimes per kilo net (0.54 cent per 
pound) on pineapple in syrup and 15 centimes (0.27 cent per 
pound) on pineapple in juice. 


TRUCK CROP SHIPMENTS 


Combined carlot movement of 27 leading fruits and vege- 
tables decreased to about 14,585 cars for the week ended April 2, 
as against 16,745 during the same period last spring. Potato 
movement totaled 4,845 cars, apples 1,075, lettuce 990, and 
mixed vegetables 610 cars, while shipments of asparagus in- 
creased greatly to about 630 cars. 


Green peas were moving more actively from California, with 
a total of 315 cars reported, or twice as many as a year ago. 
Output of carrots, cauliflower, snap beans and spinach was con- 
siderably lighter than the week before. 


Florida tomato shipments decreased to 370 cars for the 
week, compared with 150 a year ago. Imports from Cuba held 
at 60 cars for the seven-day period, while receipts from Mexico 
totaled 325. 


Carvot SHIPMENTS 
Total Total 
Mar.27 Mar. Mar.20 thissea- lastsea- Total 
April2 20-26 April4 sonthru son thru last 


Commodity 1932 1932 1931 April2 April4 season 
Apples, total ; . 1075 1,455 075 05,610 104,400 100,704 
festern states ... 685 746 42,000 62,136 66,538 
Kastern states ...... 300 531 220 53,010 42,2738 43,256 
Asparagus 682 304 519 1,260 1,600 8,866 
Beans, snap and lima : 
Domestic ..... 52 81 155 5,850 2,630 9,345 
Imports ..... 7 11 18 244 161 161 
nO 44 39 820 1,683 
Cabbage : 
1982 season .. .. 640 560 OS 7,311 10,1382 87,777 
1981 season 66 87,777 38,162 $8,204 
Carrots: 
1082 season . 195 248 241 8,826 5,282 11,385 
1981 season ie 28 45 48 11,385 11,052 12,4387 
Cauliflower 156 225 136 8,877 8,846 9,611 
Mixed vegetables : 
mestic 608 657 738 9,020 10,201 28,535 
Imports 8 6 19 0 241 208 
20 44 19,781 28,506 28,828 
Peas, green: 
Domestic ...... 315 221 176 1,274 1,798 7,177 
Imports .... 1 8 1 1,236 1,344 1,344 
Peppers: 
mestic 55 47 63 1,391 1,292 2,816 
Imports ... 7 10 18 105 2738 360 
265 404 850 6,690 7,780 0,767 
omatoes 
mestic 360 572 148 3,700 2,089 27,842 
Imports 387 383 404 3,085 4,271 5,763 
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PROBABLE LIMITATION OF TOMATO CANNING IN ITALY 

During the coming season the cultivation of tomatoes for 
canning and their preservation under various forms will prob- 
ably be more limited than during the past year in order to avoid 
a flooding of the market, according to the acting trade commis- 
sioner at Milan. The Confederations of Industry and of the 
Agriculturists, and the Syndicates of Agriculture meeting in 
Rome, have just agreed that such a step is necessary. 

The world crisis, and the obstacles placed by many coun- 
tries to the importation of tomato products, high custom duties, 
quota systems, exchange restrictions, etc., have had an unfavor- 
able effect on this branch of industry. Furthermore, even in the 
Italian market the consumption of double and triple concentrate 
is also showing a tendency to diminish. This situation, plus the 
fact that stocks of tomato products limit the capacity of absorp- 
tion by the canning factories in the coming season, resulted in 
the calling together of the various interested parties. 


BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday; weekly average 1923-1925=100) 


April Mar. 

Composite Index :* 28 

New York Times 

Business Week ........ 
Freight car loadings a 
Wholesale prices (Fishers) : 

All commodities ; 

Agricultural products 

Non-agricultural products 
Bank debits outside N. Y. City 
Bond prices 
Stock prices 
Interest rates: 

Call money 

Time money 
Business failures .. 


2z 


Ss 
CS 


... 
Se: 


238 
SE 
S62 


° Relative to a computed normal taken as 100, 
+ Revised. 
Can Loapinas 


Merchandise 
Je L. 


Total Miscellaneous 


Week ended March 26 . 661,118 186,842 
Previous week 684,684 189,912 
Corresponding week, 1931 ... 738,880 286,005 
Corresponding week, 1930.... 885,824 855,576 


' COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS OF FISH 
Total holdings of fish in cold storage on March 15, 1932, as 
reported to the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries, amounted to 35,533,- 
987 pounds as compared with 34,895,000 pounds on March 15, 
1931. 2,867,020 pounds of fish were frozen during the month 
from February 15 to March 15. 


Va 
-—1980— 
A Mar. 
29 
05 038.6 
93.0 
04.7 923 
908 004 
95.8 96.1 
88.6 88.5 
140.9 117.1 
106.5 106.9 
245.1 2410 
97.0 89 
97.1 97.1 
123.6 101.0 
185,343 188,938 
187,106 207,526 
222,357 230,518 
245,265 284,483 
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WEATHER CONDITIONS 


The week ended April 6th was warmer than normal over 
much the greater portion of the country, with high temperatures 
for the season in the central valleys and Great Plains. About 
normal warmth obtained in the Atlantic and Gulf States, but the 
Lake region had mostly below-normal temperatures, especially 
in the northwestern portions. Freezing temperatures did not 
extend farther south than southwestern Virginia, central] In- 
diana, and southern Missouri. 

Rainfall was heavy from Tennessee southward, in parts of 
Arkansas, and most of Louisiana. There were also some rather 
heavy rains in the extreme Northwest, but elsewhere they were 
light to moderate, with much sunshine. In the Southwest a 
large area had practically a rainless week. 


In general, the weather was pleasant and springlike in 
nearly all sections of the country. In much of the central valleys 
farm activities are behind an average year because of frequent 
rains, and there has been considerable delay in parts of the 
South, especially in the lower Mississippi Valley. 

Early garden planting is advancing to central sections, while 
hardy truck and the replanted tender varieties are doing well in 
more southern portions. Late reports indicate that apple buds 
apparently escaped serious harm, except locally, from the 
freezes, but peaches were seriously damaged in many places; 
peach trees in the Fort Valley section of Georgia are expected to 
be in full bloom in about a week. 
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